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Mr. MCKEON. I continue to reserve 

the balance of my time. 
Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-

er, I have no more speakers, so I re-
serve the balance of my time to close. 

Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume to 
close. 

I want to thank the gentlelady for 
bringing this issue. I think it is some-
thing that we can totally support on 
our side, and I would encourage all 
Members of this body to support this 
issue. I thank all of the women who 
have made the trips over there to Af-
ghanistan because they have really 
added to the cause. 

Our men and women in the military 
that have fought for all these many 
years—one of the major benefits from 
this war is the freedoms that these 
women and girls are able to enjoy right 
now, and it’s my hope that we can 
leave sufficient force there to complete 
the mission, to guarantee the safety of 
these women and children, young girls, 
going forward. To leave precipitously 
without having completed that mission 
and put these women and girls in jeop-
ardy, after they’ve seen a whole new 
life emerge, a whole new opportunity 
presented to them that they never con-
ceived of before, would be a disaster. 

So I thank again the gentlelady from 
California (Mrs. DAVIS) for her efforts 
here, and all the women who have spo-
ken on this issue and traveled to Af-
ghanistan, and urge that we all support 
this issue. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-

er, as I said, I’m certainly prepared to 
close, and I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

I want to again thank my colleague 
for his kind words. It has been an honor 
and a privilege to be part of this and to 
have worked with our female troops, 
all of our troops, of course, in Afghani-
stan, but to see the difference that 
they’re making. There is an approach 
that they have, and it seems to work. 
They are able to bring people along and 
actually make the situation safer for 
the families and the community in 
which they are serving. 

I want to thank everyone who spoke 
today, and I also certainly want to 
thank everyone who has traveled on 
this particular trip. This is an impor-
tant motion to instruct. It defines 
something just as basic as ensuring the 
mobility of women within their own 
country. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise in oppo-
sition to the Motion to Instruct Conferees on 
H.R. 4310, the National Defense Authorization 
Act, NDAA. Today, this House will send the 
National Defense Authorization Act, NDAA, to 
conference. Contrary to its title, the bill does 
not provide for the protection of the American 
people. It expands war. It further indebts our 
nation. It encroaches on basic rights with re-
gards to indefinite detention. It eliminates the 
basic tenet that due process rights applies to 
everyone in this country—not just American 
citizens. 

The legislation also includes additional 
sanctions against Iran despite numerous re-
ports that our sanctions are affecting the abil-
ity of ordinary Iranians to obtain medicine and 
offer basic goods. Sanctions have thus far not 
served to solve the impasse or bring Iran to 
the negotiating table. More sanctions are not 
the answer and do not bring us closer to a 
diplomatic solution. 

This legislation also perpetuates the myth 
that we are ending the war in Afghanistan. We 
are not leaving Afghanistan. We are deep-
ening our commitment. This bill provides for 
another staggering $88 billion for the war. The 
Strategic Partnership Agreement between the 
U.S. and Afghanistan commits us to the coun-
try for at least another decade with a $20 bil-
lion price tag. 

Finally, this legislation continues financing 
our bloated Pentagon. The United States 
maintains 1,000 bases worldwide. Some of 
these bases are infamous, like Guantanamo 
Bay. There are small bases to support our 
drones program. There are fortresses to sup-
port our wars. 

The cost to maintain these bases is billions 
of dollars. Included in these costs are the 
costs to maintain and run 234 golf courses 
around the world. 

The Pentagon is expanding their spy agen-
cy. The CIA has become a paramilitary organi-
zation. We are preparing to support interven-
tion in Mali. Our government’s policy in Syria 
is incoherent. We are expanding our military 
presence in Asia and in Africa. 

And for what? For millions of Americans to 
be unemployed? For millions of Americans to 
go hungry? For millions of Americans not to 
have adequate access to education or even 
healthcare? For millions to lose their homes? 
For millions to lose their retirement security? 
For roads and bridges to collapse because we 
have no money for infrastructure? 

I say it’s time we pay attention to the de-
fense of the American people’s pocketbooks— 
The defense of the dignity of the American 
people—The defense of the moral authority of 
the United States. It’s time to end this state of 
permanent war. We should throw out the 
NDAA, put an end to interventionism and 
begin to take care of things back home. 

Ms. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of the Davis Motion to Instruct Con-
ferees that would include the Casey/Hutchison 
amendment in the final conference report on 
the NDAA bill. 

I want to thank the gentlelady from Cali-
fornia, Mrs. DAVIS, for her strong leadership in 
engaging the women of Afghanistan in their 
reconstruction. I first traveled to Afghanistan 
with Mrs. DAVIS for Mother’s Day in 2009 and 
have returned each of the past three years. 

As co-chair of the Afghan Women’s Task 
Force, I have met with women parliamentar-
ians and civil society members eager to 
achieve the common goal of a secure and sta-
ble Afghanistan. 

These women and their advocates always 
raise security as the number one challenge to 
progress. The failure to ensure consideration 
of women in the security framework is an on-
going challenge to taking advantage of the op-
portunities in education, politics, and overall 
public life necessary for the long-term stability 
and prosperity of Afghanistan. 

Yesterday’s assassination of the acting 
head of women’s affairs in Laghman Province 
less than six months after the previous head 

was killed exposes not only the threats to the 
security of women in the country, but the deep 
concern about the impact the transfer of re-
sponsibilities from coalition forces to the Af-
ghan government will have on the gains made 
by women over the last ten years. 

The Casey/Hutchinson amendment pro-
motes the security of Afghan women and un-
derlines the need for the United States to 
strengthen its commitment to ensuring that 
plans to improve, monitor, and respond to 
women’s security are imbedded in the Depart-
ment of Defense’s strategies. In addition, the 
amendment aims to establish achievable goals 
for the recruitment and retention of women to 
the Afghan National Army and Afghanistan 
National Police which have fallen far below ex-
pected targets. 

The United States has worked hard to dra-
matically improve the lives of Afghan women. 
The greatest indicator of this progress is the 
2.7 million girls who are now being educated 
after years of restriction by the Taliban. Af-
ghan women and girls have stated their goals 
and desires for progress. 

The transition process gives the United 
States and our international partners an op-
portunity to strengthen women’s rights and lay 
the foundation for women’s full participation in 
all aspects of Afghan society in the future. 
Losing those gains will have a major negative 
impact on all Afghans and jeopardize the fu-
ture security and stability of the country. 

I urge inclusion of the Casey/Hutchinson 
amendment to send a supportive message to 
the women of Afghanistan and to enhance 
U.S. and international efforts to create a safer, 
more prosperous future for the country. Vote 
for the Davis Motion to Instruct Conferees. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time 
for debate has expired. 

Without objection, the previous ques-
tion is ordered on the motion to in-
struct. 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion to instruct. 
The question was taken; and the 

Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 38 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1100 

AFTER RECESS 
The recess having expired, the House 

was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. WOMACK) at 11 a.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
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